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Big Vision for the Big Island—
Step by Natural Step

Words :: Andrea Dean

Envision this: You woke up this morning and had
a delicious fruit salad comprised of all locally
grown fruits—mango, papaya, banana, dragon
fruit—and topped with fresh cream from the
local dairy, sprinkled with roasted macadamia
nuts, and drizzled with organic honey. Feeling so
energized by your colorful and flavorful break-
fast, you walked the short distance to the local
bus stop, where you caught the clean, quiet,
hydrogen-powered bus to the airport. Your short
interisland flight on go! was powered by locally
produced biofuel. Local farmers, scientists, politi-
cians, and business leaders all came together and
helped create a vibrant new economic sector by
growing biofuel crops on marginal agricultural
lands. Inexpensive leases and tax breaks make it
all work financially. On board, you are flipping
through the in-flight magazine, and you notice
that it is printed on 100 percent post-consumer
recycled paper with soy inks. You are a bit thirsty.
Good thing you brought your own reusable wa-
ter bottle, and the flight staff is happy to fill that
with cold, filtered water for you. Since the airline
has decided to make all operations zero waste,
more and more people like you have learned to
bring their own water bottles. And the airline
sells really great steel water bottles, with the go!
logo, in case you forgot yours.

When you step off the airplane at Keahole-Kona,
you feel the sun on your face and the wind in
your hair. You take in a deep breath of clean, fra-
grant Hawaiian air. You step to the curb, and your
business colleague is there to pick you up and
take you to your meeting in her company car—an
electric car, which is powered with solar on-site.
On your way to the meeting, you see people
walking and biking on the nicely landscaped bike
lanes that are set back from the road. Where
there used to be denuded plantation and pasture
land, you now see productive farms—mixed-use
agriculture with trees dripping with fruits, other
crops growing under the trees, and farm animals
rotating through the system.

You arrive at the building where your meeting is
and the first thing you see is the solar array on
top of the building. You come to find out that the
entire office building is a green building and is
LEED Platinum certified.
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As you sit down to your business meeting with
a group of truly excellent people who like and
respect each other, you think how lucky you are
to be making money at this great job. You had
always wanted to "do something good" in your
professional life, and since the locally based green
economy in Hawai‘i is growing like wildfire, you
were able to get a job that was aligned with your
values.

OK—wake up and smell the Kona coffee!

| am guessing that this is not your reality—yet.
But before [ totally pop your bubble, | want you
to know that there is serious sustainability strate-
gic planning underway!

One of the most common problems in sustain-
ability planning is getting everyone in a company,
community, or county to agree on what sustain-
ability is. The Natural Step framework takes all
of the guesswork out of defining sustainability.
And this is important, because when you want to
make sustainable decisions, you have to under-
stand the constraints and the possibilities.

The Natural Step framework, developed by Dr.
Karl-Henrik Robert, is based upon four system
conditions that make up the definition of sustam
ability. —

In a sustainable society:
1. Nature is not subject to systemat}cafly increa
ing concentrations of substances extracted

the Earth's crust. ' ,

2. Nature is not su Systematlcai

ing concentrations of sub ances produced by
society.

3. Nature is not subject to systematically creas-
ing degradation by physical means.
4. People are not subject to conditions that
systematically undermine their Capacity to meet
their needs. (Think of people di

in war zones becatise of oil acquisition, peop
working in sweatshops villages polluted w.

to work within the four
system conditions that incredible innovation has
emerged. And this has translated into a market
advantage and profits.

A recent study by the firm A.T. Kearney,
entitled “Green Winners: The Performance of
Sustainability-focused Companies during the
Finandial Crisis,” looked at mnety nine companies
|dentxfeed as having a strong com merrt to

with industry averages. The
in sixteen of the eighteen i
companies committed to sustainability outper-
formed industry averages by 15 percent over the
six months from May to November 2008. From
a market capltallzatien perspectwe th is supenor .
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‘@ SOLATUBE.

Innovation in Daylighting..

THERE'S NO BETTER TIME TO BE
GREEN AND SAVE MONEY!

Redecorate your home with light... naturally!

a*

www.hawaiiskylighjts.com
808.345.1779

Call the Solatube® man today!

» State-of-the-art design and construction
* 100% natural light

» Easy to install

¢ Energy Star® compliant

» Nighttime kit and dimmer available

Now you can brighten gloomy corners with a Solatube®
and save money.

Lower your electricity bills, and get a state tax credit!

We also provide solar attic fans
to reduce heat and moisture!

Starting from $659 installed, parts and labor.




